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. His work revealed the great diversity in DNA isolated from various sources, and that despite this diversity the amount of adenine always equalled that of thymine, and the amount of guanine that of cytosine. The latter finding was an important factor in the next significant advance in the field -the Watson-Crick determination of the double helical structure of DNA.
After the change in my research activity, I continued to give talks on our work on pneumococcal transformation and found the acceptance of the probable genetic role of DNA still to be minimal. However, I was convinced that it was only a matter of time before our results would become established.
Even though I was no longer involved in research on the subject, I continued to follow the developments as they appeared in the literature. Thus, when the papers of Watson and Crick describing the double helical structure of DNA were published in Nature in 1953, I certainly grasped the significance of their findings and was pleased to see such illuminating results come from a structural approach. I was not so pleased, however, that they failed to cite our work as one reason for pursuing the structure of DNA.
The concept of the double helix also hastened the silencing of those who had clung to the idea of genes as proteins. As a progressively larger body of investigators joined the study of the genetic role of DNA, there was an expanding amount of new information, starting with the resolution of the genetic code. By the end of the twentieth century, subsequent work on the mechanisms by which DNA is replicated with each cell division, is reshuffled with each generation, and is repaired when mistakes arise -the importance of which can in each case be traced back to the finding that DNA is the hereditary material -has transformed research in all areas of biology, technology and medicine. 
